
ROBERT LEWIS (BOB) NEWCOMB Jr.(1932 - 2014)

Newcomb, Jr. Robert (Bob) Lewis, passed away July 10, 2014 in Orange County, California due to a bacterial

infection. Bob was born on August 2, 1932, in Oceanside, California to Mary Higley Newcomb and Robert Lewis
Newcomb, Sr. Growing up with younger brother David in Southern California, Bob was an avid surfer and a car

enthusiast who attended Oceanside High School. He had many stories about his life with his younger brother
David from those days. He was a young 16 when he graduated high school and he went on to college at the

University of Redlands. Bob interrupted his college education to enlist in the Navy where he became a pilot. His
plane was the Douglas AD 5-N Skyrader. While stationed in Hawaii Bob would fly his plane overnight because
his plane was one of the first with night vision capabilities. It was his routine to cruise the best surf spots at

dawn before landing back on his aircraft carrier. He brought a surfboard with him so he was able to spend the rest of his day
surfing breaks like Makaha.

It was while attending Redlands that Bob met Elizabeth (Betty) Engvall of Pasadena. They married in August of 1958. Once Bob

completed two tours with the Navy he went back to college, ultimately earning a Ph.D. in Mathematics from the University of
California at Santa Barbara, an area also known for its excellent surf breaks.

In the 1960's both Bob and Betty were passionate about politics and human rights and that is when Bob began his teaching
career. Helping students gain access to college and graduate school became his life's work. It was also during this time that
they had their three children: Dale, Scott and Jhyl. Music was a constant in Bob's life. He loved Jazz, R & B, Motown and he

played the guitar and ukulele.

While at UC Santa Barbara Bob started the men's volleyball program. As part of the Southern California beach culture, Bob grew
up playing volleyball. He felt strongly that colleges in California should develop their volleyball programs. In 1969 Bob accepted

a teaching position at University of California at Irvine. The family moved to Corona del Mar and Bob became known as the

"Hitchhiking Professor." Bob was an environmentalist who believed that mass transit was critical to keeping Southern California

air clean. Among many initiatives Bob started at UC Irvine was a ride sharing program for students and faculty. Within a year of

moving to UCI Bob started the men's volleyball program and was its head coach until 1975. The Anteaters joined the Southern

California Intercollegiate Volleyball Association in 1976-77. Bob served as commissioner of the association, later renamed the
Western Intercollegiate Volleyball Association, from 1975-92. He wrote the initial proposal and lobbied for the establishment of

the Men's Collegiate Volleyball Grants Program in 1988-89. He served on the NCAA Men's Volleyball Championship Committee

from 1989 to 1992, holding the title of chair starting in 1990. 

Dr. Newcomb, a faculty member at UCI for over 40 years, was the founding director of the UCI Center for Statistical Consulting

(1996-2011) and he played a critical role in forming UCI's Department of Statistics in 2002.

From 2000 to 2010 he served as Director of the Biostatistics and Informatics Core of UCI's National Institute of Health (NIH)

funded General Clinical Research Center (GCRC). In 2010 he transitioned to being the Director of the Biostatistics,

Epidemiology, and Research Design unit (BERD) within the NIH CTSA-funded UCI Institute for Clinical and Translational

Science (ICTS), which replaced the UCI GCRC. Dr. Newcomb played a critical role in forming the Department of Statistics in
2002. The Department now houses the Center for Statistical Consulting and supports his vision of introducing statistics to

students and encouraging their enthusiasm to follow through on statistics as a career. In 2012, an Annual Lecture and the
Robert L. Newcomb Graduate Fellowship Fund were established by the UCI Department of Statistics to celebrate his

"dedication to providing statistical support to researchers and to advancing the careers of students."

Although Bob officially retired in 2006, his dedication to his students, UCI, and the community continued. In retirement, he

continued to guide the Biostatistics Unit for the ICTS as its Director (2010-2013). In 2012, he established the Orange County
Long Beach Chapter of the American Statistical Association and served as its founding President (2012-2014). He continued to

teach statistics courses at UCI throughout his retirement, completing his last course in the spring quarter of 2014 several
weeks before his passing.

Betty Newcomb was diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease in 2007. Bob cared for her at home until 2013 with love and
compassion, saying often that she was his best friend. It was only last year that her needs became too great and she was

enrolled in a memory care facility in nearby Costa Mesa. Bob visited his wife nearly every day and often brought her favorite 31
Flavors ice cream. It is universal that all those who knew Bob admired, respected and genuinely liked him. His capacity to give

of his time and talents to anyone who asked was infinite.

He is survived by his wife Betty; his daughters, Dale (Ronald Marcikic), Jhyl (Lloyd Mumford); son, Scott; his brother, David (Jo

Reed) Newcomb; grandchildren, Jayden Newcomb Mumford, Andrew Biggers, Troy and Curtis Marcikic along with extended
family, colleagues and friends. He was so loved and he will be deeply missed.

In lieu of flowers please send donations to: The Robert L. Newcomb Fellowship Fund



http://give.uci.edu/give/impact/newcomb.php or The Bob Newcomb Student Award for Men's Volleyball/Athletics: https://ua-

web.uadv.uci.edu/eGiving/
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